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March 2020 thelegionair@gmail.com 

Membership – VC Paul Wackowski 
Since the last Department Membership report 
dated; February 24, 2020, there are two Posts 
that have attained their goal of one hundred 
percent. Congratulations go out to Gierlach Post 
#1320 and Donovan Post #1626 on this 
achievement and as membership leaders. When 
you Post has accomplished this achievement, 
kindly forward that information along with the 
name of the Post Commander and Membership 
Chairman. Also include shirt size, send to 
paulwackowski@yahoo.com or 716 - 262 - 5245. 
 
The County currently stands at 88.5%. Please 
contact all of your unpaid members personally to 
get them to renew. Let’s not let them fall by the 
wayside. Yes, it will take a bit of effort, but we 
must keep our membership strong for our voice to 
be heard and also support our programs. 
 
Special Activities – VC Gary Wald 
All individuals and Posts who have participated in 
the Calendar Sales program have done a 
fantastic job. 949 calendars have been sold. 
Congratulations! The three winners for the most 
calendar sales will be announced at our March 
Meeting. 
 
Another activity coming up if you’re a gambler is 
happening on April 19.  For $35 fee, you get the 
bus ride, a $25 gambling voucher, and a $5 food 
voucher. Also included in the package will be 
Pizza, wings, and a complimentary drink when 
you return. The bus boards at East Aurora Post 
362 at 9:45 AM, and leaves for the Seneca 
Allegany Casino at 10 AM. For further details and 
tickets please contact Bill Lewis at 716-984-9984 
 
Stay warm and see you next month, 
 

Commander’s Message: 
February is coming to a close, but the trips to the 
Department Commander’s visitation were great. I 
made all but two. Six Dinners, which made my 
weight go up 10 pounds. But the meeting of new 
friends in the Legion was the best part. 
Hope everyone is working hard on Membership. 
Congratulations to Frank L. Gierlach Post 1320, 
104.29% and Francis J. Donovan Post 1326, 
101.51% for being the first of 35 posts, who I am 
hoping, reaches 101% before May 1, 2020. 
Everyone knows about the Legion Act so get out 
there and sign up new members.  
 
Visitations are very important for the County 
Commander to do. If I have not contacted you 
please, please call me so we can set up a date. I 
have already scheduled Posts 721, 880, 1377, 
1626 and 1640. Usually the President of the Erie 
County Auxiliary travels with me and I do ask 
Vice Commander Gary Wald to join me.  
 
Consolidated Post Reports are a must for every 
Post to fill out. It lets us all know what’s 
happening in the Legion Posts. I did not know 
until the Department Commander’s visitations 
that a Post could lose its charter for not reporting. 
Did you also know this report is tabulated and 
given to our State and National elected officials? 
Believe me they read them, and we do know that 
they know 95 % of us vote.  
 
I want to stress to all that we are a family. 
Legionnaires, Auxiliary, SAL members, Riders, 
should work together to make our Legion Family 
stronger. Lincoln said “a house divided will fail” so 
please everyone please work together. 
 
I must apologize but the weather reports I was 
receiving and the snow that areas were getting 
made me cancel the meeting February 27, 2020. 
See you at our next meeting on March 26, 2020 
at David McKeever Post 64.  
 

The Legion-Air 
Thomas O’Connell Jim Bojanowski 
    Commander               Adjutant/Editor 
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Americanism – VC Fred Pask 
The objective of the broad, far-reaching 
community service program of The American 
Legion is “to inculcate a sense of individual 
obligation to the community, state and nation. 
Community Service” is a major Americanism 
activity. Several good projects should be 
included on the program of every Post each 
year. It will bring a sense of great satisfaction in 
later years to look over worth-while institutions 
or completed projects and to be able to say: 
“The American Legion completed that project in 
this area”. The Post should first conduct a 
survey, look over activities promoted by others, 
decide what the community needs and set out, 
with the cooperation of other organizations, to 
accomplish its desired objectives. It is important 
that a well-qualified Community Service 
Committee Chairman be appointed. This 
chairman is the Post’s front man in contacting 
other civic groups and fraternal organizations. 
Active participation in community affairs 
promotes favorable public opinion, improves the 
image of The American Legion and often 
increases Post membership. 
 

Law & Order – Ron Diebold 
Time to submit your candidate for National Law 
Officer, Fireman, And Emergency Medical 
Technician of the Year Award to a well-rounded 
candidate who has exceeded the duty 
requirements expected of his or her position and  
has demonstrated a distinct pattern of 
community service coupled with professional 
achievement. Submissions start at the County 
level. Winners go on to all levels of The 
American Legion. Please start now in our 
search for a worthy candidate. Applications are 
on the Department website at;  
https://nylegion.net/department/law-order-awards/ 
 
 

 

Boys State – Tom Deinzer 
Applications are available now on the Department 
website. https://nylegion.net/boys-state/ 
Interviews with the Boys and paperwork should 
be in process now. I need the all the information 
and payment of $450 per candidate by March 27 
so I can verify everything and submit it all to 
Department, Our Erie County fee of $450 
includes the transportation to and from 
Morrisville, and the breakfast. The Department is 
charging a late fee of $200 for registrations after 
April 10. 
There will be an orientation breakfast for the boys 
and parents at Hamburg Post #527, 2 Memorial 
Dr., Hamburg, on June 6 at 10 AM. 
Bus for Morrisville will leave Sunday June 28 at 8 
AM from Hamburg Post. Any questions please let 
me know (716) 627 4075 or 712 7329. Or call 
Ann Brown (518)463-2215 ext. 6. 
 
Dept. Leadership Visitation – Anthony Solina 
Thank you to everyone who attended the dinner 
honoring Department Commander Michael 
McDermott, Department President Linda Tome, 
and Detachment Commander Dennis George on 
Saturday, February 15, 2020 at the Matthew Glab 
Post #1477. Thanks also go out to everyone who 
supported the ads and boosters in our program 
book. 
 

Legionnaire of the Year – Kathleen Garvey 
Now is the time to start submitting your candidate 
for Legionnaire of the Year. This is a great way to 
recognize your members. Posts please start to 
work on submissions for Legionnaire of the 
Year. Information regarding Legionnaire of the 
Year is available on the Erie County American 
Legion web page under Bulletin Board and 
Events. You can find the page at  
http://www.eriecountyal.org/pdf%20files/2020%20
Guidelines%20EC%20Legionnaire%20of%20the
%20Year.pdf 
Please make sure that the resume DOES NOT 
contain the name, gender, post name and 
number and community of the candidate. Submit 
the resume of your candidate to: Chairman 
Kathleen Garvey, 5792 Main Street, Williamsville 
NY 14221 NO LATER THAN APRIL 11, 2020. 
Please include a resume cover sheet that will 
identify the candidate, his/her Post name, 
number, and relative information that has been 
omitted from the resume. Cover sheets MUST be 
sealed in a plain white envelope and attached to 
the resume. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Thursday County Meeting Dates 
Executive Dinner Meeting: 6:30 PM 

Regular meeting starts approximately at 8 PM 
 

March 26 David McKeever Post #64 
1770 South Park Ave. Buffalo, 14220 
Menu: Salad, Roast Beef, Chicken, Red 
Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls & Butter, Coffee, 
Tea & Milk, topped off by desert. 
 
April 30 East Aurora Post #362 
 
May 21 Hamburg Post #527 
 
Sunday April 5 
8th District Meeting – Cattaraugus County  
Little Valley Post #531, Erie St. Little Valley, NY 
14755 
NOON - Membership Mtg. 
1:00 PM – General Meeting 
 
NY American Legion College 6/5, 6/6, & 6/7 
This is a great year to attend the College if you 
have never been. The County Convention will 
not be conflicting this year since the convention 
will be held on 6/13. 
 
Education Awards/Scholarships 
Donations are requested to be sent to the office 
for the Erie County and Past National 
Commander Michael J. Kogutek awards.  
 
FYI To receive email copy of the newsletter, 
please send a request email to the Erie County 
Office at veteran14202@verizon.net. The last 
print edition of The Legion-Air was December 
2019. Only by special exception, will a 
newsletter be mailed at first class postage. 
 

Erie County Website –  eriecountyal.org 
Office Hours, M,W,F – 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
 

 

Wednesday March 11 
PCC meeting at Gierlach Post #1320 at 7 PM. 
50 Gates St., Sloan, NY 14212.  
 
Sunday March 15 
ALL YOU CAN EAT Pancake Breakfast at A. J. 
Jurek Post #1672, 655 New Rd., Swormville, 
14051, 8 AM - 12:30 PM. Fresh, buttermilk 
pancakes, "Egglands Best" eggs, link & patty 
sausage, juice & coffee or tea. Adults $8. 
 

Saturday March 21 
South Buffalo American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#721 will host a Murder Mystery Dinner. 136 
Cazenovia St. Buffalo, 14210. Theme is the Un 
Luck of the Irishman. Open at 5 PM, dinner 
served at 6 PM. Cost $20 per person and 
includes ¼ Chicken, potatoes, Cole Slaw, Roll & 
Butter. Tickets MUST be purchased in advance 
at the Post, so we have a dinner count.   
 

Saturday April 4  
South Buffalo American Legion Family #721 Meat 
Raffle. First spin at 7 PM. Admission $5 per 
person, includes draft beer, pop, snacks (you 
may bring your own) and sandwich, Door Prize 
and 50/50 split. All proceeds will go towards our 
Veterans and Our Deployed Service Members. 
 

Sunday April 5 
Frank L Gierlach Post #1320, Spaghetti dinner. 
12 - 5 PM. $9 for adults, $5 for 12 and 
younger.  Sloan Fire Hall 55 Gates Ave. Sloan. 
 

Newell-Faulkner Post 880, 2912 Legion Dr., 
Eden, 14057, Wednesday 75 cent wings, dine in 
only. Thursday steak night. Friday night fish fries 
and specials. Saturday pizza, wing's and 
sandwiches. Regular menu also Wed.-Sat. Go to 
kitchen link, www.post880.com. 
 

Hamburg Post 527  
Spaghetti Dinners. Served on Thursdays, 4:30 to 
7:00 PM. Meatballs, salad, bread. Coffee $.50 
(refills free). Full order $8.50. Half order $6.50.  
 

Francis Donovan Post #1626 
3210 Genesee St. Cheektowaga 14225, Friday 
Fish Fry’s from 4-8 PM. 
 

JR. Shooters – Tim Winterhalter 
WNY Maritime Charter School Jr. Shooters 
attended the National American Legion 
Competition. Final placement was 44th out of 115 
Teams. Great job! The County helped sponsor 
them with the application fees. 
 

SUBMISSIONS 
For the April  

“The Legion-Air" 
Due March 27 

thelegionair@gmail.com 
 



 
 
 
Erie County Commander Thomas O’Connell 
presents Erie County’s contribution to New York  
Department American Legion Commander 
Michael McDermott for his special project.  
 
Dinner was held at the Matthew Glab Post #1477,  
who did and excellent hosting job. Thanks go out  
to everyone for their support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erie County visited Albany on 2/25 to lobby for 
Veterans Benefits in New York State. At the 
breakfast meeting, pictured (L to R) first row; 
Senator Robert Ortt, Sue Quirk, Assemblyman 
Angelo Morinello, Tom O’Connell, Linda Miskell, 
Rosemary O’Connell, second row; Wayne 
Sorrentino, Joe Porempski, Tom Deinzer, Jim 
Bojanowski, Bill Miskell, & Senator Tim Kennedy. 
A total of thirteen WNY NYS legislative offices 
were visited by the group. 
 
 
 
 
 
Send in your articles for the Legion-Air to thelegionair@gmail.com by 3/27 for the April edition. 
PCC Jim Bojanowski Editor 
 
Editor’s Note: 
A wealth of information can be accessed online at the Department of New York website. 
Overall website address - https://nylegion.net  
From here you can access all general information by clicking on various topics presented. 
Specific other direct webpage links:  
Membership - https://nylegion.net/membership 
All overall program information can be accessed here - https://nylegion.net/programs-services  
Scroll down and click on the various programs on the right side of the screen. 
 
National American Legion website - https://www.legion.org 
 
Erie County American Legion website - http://www.eriecountyal.org 
 
Erie County American Legion   Phone: (716) 852-6500 
609 City Hall      Fax: (716) 852-4664 
65 Niagara Square 
Buffalo NY, 14202     Veteran14202@verizon.net 
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Since the last Department Membership report 
dated; February 24, 2020, there are two Posts 
that have attained their goal of one hundred 
percent. Congratulations go out to Gierlach Post 
#1320 and Donovan Post #1626 on this 
achievement and as membership leaders. When 
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name of the Post Commander and Membership 
Chairman. Also include shirt size, send to 
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The County currently stands at 88.5%. Please 
contact all of your unpaid members personally to 
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must keep our membership strong for our voice to 
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Congratulations! The three winners for the most 
calendar sales will be announced at our March 
Meeting. 
 
Another activity coming up if you’re a gambler is 
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Allegany Casino at 10 AM. For further details and 
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Department Commander’s visitation were great. I 
made all but two. Six Dinners, which made my 
weight go up 10 pounds. But the meeting of new 
friends in the Legion was the best part. 
Hope everyone is working hard on Membership. 
Congratulations to Frank L. Gierlach Post 1320, 
104.29% and Francis J. Donovan Post 1326, 
101.51% for being the first of 35 posts, who I am 
hoping, reaches 101% before May 1, 2020. 
Everyone knows about the Legion Act so get out 
there and sign up new members.  
 
Visitations are very important for the County 
Commander to do. If I have not contacted you 
please, please call me so we can set up a date. I 
have already scheduled Posts 721, 880, 1377, 
1626 and 1640. Usually the President of the Erie 
County Auxiliary travels with me and I do ask 
Vice Commander Gary Wald to join me.  
 
Consolidated Post Reports are a must for every 
Post to fill out. It lets us all know what’s 
happening in the Legion Posts. I did not know 
until the Department Commander’s visitations 
that a Post could lose its charter for not reporting. 
Did you also know this report is tabulated and 
given to our State and National elected officials? 
Believe me they read them, and we do know that 
they know 95 % of us vote.  
 
I want to stress to all that we are a family. 
Legionnaires, Auxiliary, SAL members, Riders, 
should work together to make our Legion Family 
stronger. Lincoln said “a house divided will fail” so 
please everyone please work together. 
 
I must apologize but the weather reports I was 
receiving and the snow that areas were getting 
made me cancel the meeting February 27, 2020. 
See you at our next meeting on March 26, 2020 
at David McKeever Post 64.  
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Americanism – VC Fred Pask 
The objective of the broad, far-reaching 
community service program of The American 
Legion is “to inculcate a sense of individual 
obligation to the community, state and nation. 
Community Service” is a major Americanism 
activity. Several good projects should be 
included on the program of every Post each 
year. It will bring a sense of great satisfaction in 
later years to look over worth-while institutions 
or completed projects and to be able to say: 
“The American Legion completed that project in 
this area”. The Post should first conduct a 
survey, look over activities promoted by others, 
decide what the community needs and set out, 
with the cooperation of other organizations, to 
accomplish its desired objectives. It is important 
that a well-qualified Community Service 
Committee Chairman be appointed. This 
chairman is the Post’s front man in contacting 
other civic groups and fraternal organizations. 
Active participation in community affairs 
promotes favorable public opinion, improves the 
image of The American Legion and often 
increases Post membership. 
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Time to submit your candidate for National Law 
Officer, Fireman, And Emergency Medical 
Technician of the Year Award to a well-rounded 
candidate who has exceeded the duty 
requirements expected of his or her position and  
has demonstrated a distinct pattern of 
community service coupled with professional 
achievement. Submissions start at the County 
level. Winners go on to all levels of The 
American Legion. Please start now in our 
search for a worthy candidate. Applications are 
on the Department website at;  
https://nylegion.net/department/law-order-awards/ 
 
 

 

Boys State – Tom Deinzer 
Applications are available now on the Department 
website. https://nylegion.net/boys-state/ 
Interviews with the Boys and paperwork should 
be in process now. I need the all the information 
and payment of $450 per candidate by March 27 
so I can verify everything and submit it all to 
Department, Our Erie County fee of $450 
includes the transportation to and from 
Morrisville, and the breakfast. The Department is 
charging a late fee of $200 for registrations after 
April 10. 
There will be an orientation breakfast for the boys 
and parents at Hamburg Post #527, 2 Memorial 
Dr., Hamburg, on June 6 at 10 AM. 
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AM from Hamburg Post. Any questions please let 
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book. 
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Now is the time to start submitting your candidate 
for Legionnaire of the Year. This is a great way to 
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Legion web page under Bulletin Board and 
Events. You can find the page at  
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Guidelines%20EC%20Legionnaire%20of%20the
%20Year.pdf 
Please make sure that the resume DOES NOT 
contain the name, gender, post name and 
number and community of the candidate. Submit 
the resume of your candidate to: Chairman 
Kathleen Garvey, 5792 Main Street, Williamsville 
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number, and relative information that has been 
omitted from the resume. Cover sheets MUST be 
sealed in a plain white envelope and attached to 
the resume. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Thursday County Meeting Dates 
Executive Dinner Meeting: 6:30 PM 

Regular meeting starts approximately at 8 PM 
 

March 26 David McKeever Post #64 
1770 South Park Ave. Buffalo, 14220 
Menu: Salad, Roast Beef, Chicken, Red 
Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls & Butter, Coffee, 
Tea & Milk, topped off by desert. 
 
April 30 East Aurora Post #362 
 
May 21 Hamburg Post #527 
 
Sunday April 5 
8th District Meeting – Cattaraugus County  
Little Valley Post #531, Erie St. Little Valley, NY 
14755 
NOON - Membership Mtg. 
1:00 PM – General Meeting 
 
NY American Legion College 6/5, 6/6, & 6/7 
This is a great year to attend the College if you 
have never been. The County Convention will 
not be conflicting this year since the convention 
will be held on 6/13. 
 
Education Awards/Scholarships 
Donations are requested to be sent to the office 
for the Erie County and Past National 
Commander Michael J. Kogutek awards.  
 
FYI To receive email copy of the newsletter, 
please send a request email to the Erie County 
Office at veteran14202@verizon.net. The last 
print edition of The Legion-Air was December 
2019. Only by special exception, will a 
newsletter be mailed at first class postage. 
 

Erie County Website –  eriecountyal.org 
Office Hours, M,W,F – 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
 

 

Wednesday March 11 
PCC meeting at Gierlach Post #1320 at 7 PM. 
50 Gates St., Sloan, NY 14212.  
 
Sunday March 15 
ALL YOU CAN EAT Pancake Breakfast at A. J. 
Jurek Post #1672, 655 New Rd., Swormville, 
14051, 8 AM - 12:30 PM. Fresh, buttermilk 
pancakes, "Egglands Best" eggs, link & patty 
sausage, juice & coffee or tea. Adults $8. 
 

Saturday March 21 
South Buffalo American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#721 will host a Murder Mystery Dinner. 136 
Cazenovia St. Buffalo, 14210. Theme is the Un 
Luck of the Irishman. Open at 5 PM, dinner 
served at 6 PM. Cost $20 per person and 
includes ¼ Chicken, potatoes, Cole Slaw, Roll & 
Butter. Tickets MUST be purchased in advance 
at the Post, so we have a dinner count.   
 

Saturday April 4  
South Buffalo American Legion Family #721 Meat 
Raffle. First spin at 7 PM. Admission $5 per 
person, includes draft beer, pop, snacks (you 
may bring your own) and sandwich, Door Prize 
and 50/50 split. All proceeds will go towards our 
Veterans and Our Deployed Service Members. 
 

Sunday April 5 
Frank L Gierlach Post #1320, Spaghetti dinner. 
12 - 5 PM. $9 for adults, $5 for 12 and 
younger.  Sloan Fire Hall 55 Gates Ave. Sloan. 
 

Newell-Faulkner Post 880, 2912 Legion Dr., 
Eden, 14057, Wednesday 75 cent wings, dine in 
only. Thursday steak night. Friday night fish fries 
and specials. Saturday pizza, wing's and 
sandwiches. Regular menu also Wed.-Sat. Go to 
kitchen link, www.post880.com. 
 

Hamburg Post 527  
Spaghetti Dinners. Served on Thursdays, 4:30 to 
7:00 PM. Meatballs, salad, bread. Coffee $.50 
(refills free). Full order $8.50. Half order $6.50.  
 

Francis Donovan Post #1626 
3210 Genesee St. Cheektowaga 14225, Friday 
Fish Fry’s from 4-8 PM. 
 

JR. Shooters – Tim Winterhalter 
WNY Maritime Charter School Jr. Shooters 
attended the National American Legion 
Competition. Final placement was 44th out of 115 
Teams. Great job! The County helped sponsor 
them with the application fees. 
 

SUBMISSIONS 
For the April  

“The Legion-Air" 
Due March 27 

thelegionair@gmail.com 
 



 
 
 
Erie County Commander Thomas O’Connell 
presents Erie County’s contribution to New York  
Department American Legion Commander 
Michael McDermott for his special project.  
 
Dinner was held at the Matthew Glab Post #1477,  
who did and excellent hosting job. Thanks go out  
to everyone for their support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erie County visited Albany on 2/25 to lobby for 
Veterans Benefits in New York State. At the 
breakfast meeting, pictured (L to R) first row; 
Senator Robert Ortt, Sue Quirk, Assemblyman 
Angelo Morinello, Tom O’Connell, Linda Miskell, 
Rosemary O’Connell, second row; Wayne 
Sorrentino, Joe Porempski, Tom Deinzer, Jim 
Bojanowski, Bill Miskell, & Senator Tim Kennedy. 
A total of thirteen WNY NYS legislative offices 
were visited by the group. 
 
 
 
 
 
Send in your articles for the Legion-Air to thelegionair@gmail.com by 3/27 for the April edition. 
PCC Jim Bojanowski Editor 
 
Editor’s Note: 
A wealth of information can be accessed online at the Department of New York website. 
Overall website address - https://nylegion.net  
From here you can access all general information by clicking on various topics presented. 
Specific other direct webpage links:  
Membership - https://nylegion.net/membership 
All overall program information can be accessed here - https://nylegion.net/programs-services  
Scroll down and click on the various programs on the right side of the screen. 
 
National American Legion website - https://www.legion.org 
 
Erie County American Legion website - http://www.eriecountyal.org 
 
Erie County American Legion   Phone: (716) 852-6500 
609 City Hall      Fax: (716) 852-4664 
65 Niagara Square 
Buffalo NY, 14202     Veteran14202@verizon.net 
 
 

 

 


